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SUBJECT: LABOR - CGIL DESIRE FOR AMERICAN CONTACTS 

REF: ROME 4773 

1 . SUMMARY: AN OFFICIAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
OFFICE OF THE CGIL HAS REQUESTED DISCREET CONTACTS WITH THE 
USG AND THE AFL-CIO ON THE OCCASION OF THE OECD CONFERENCE IN 
WASHINGTON IN MID-JULY. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS A FORTHCOMING 
RESPONSE ON THE PART OF THE DEPARTMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE LABOR ATTACHE WAS VISITED MARCH 22 BY LUIGI TROIANI, 

OFFICIAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF THE COMMUNIST-DOMINATED 
LABOR CONFEDERATION, CGIL. THE PRIMARY PURPOSE WAS TO SOLICIT 
CONTACTS WITH THE UNITED STATES, BOTH AT THE GOVERNMENTAL 
LEVEL AND WITH THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 05400 231809Z 


3. TROIANI REFERRED AT LENGTH TO THE CGIL WITHDRAWAL FROM 
THE WFTU AS INDICATIVE OF SUBSTANTIALCHANGES IN CGIL POLICY. 

HE SAID THAT, PRESS REPORTS TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING, 
NO ONE IN THE CGIL GENERAL COUNCIL HAD ARGUED AGAINST PULLING 
OUT OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL. THE ONLY DISCUSSION WAS 
ON THE PROPER WAY FORMALLY TO CONVEY THE DECISION TO THE 
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WFTU. BECAUSE THE WFTU CONGRESS IS TO BE HELD IN PRAGUE, 

WHICH HE SAID THE CGIL REGARDS TO BE THE CAPITAL OF A NATION 
OCCUPIED BY SOVIET TROOPS, IT WAS FELT INAPPROPRIATE FOR 
LAMA TO BE IN ATTENDANCE. DRAW OUT ON THE SUBJECT OF PRAGUE, 
TROIANI SPUN OUT THE COMMUNIST DISTINCTION BETWEEN SOVIET 
SUPPRESSION IN BUDAPEST AND PRAGUE, SO THAT IN THE PCI/CGIL 
CATECHISM, SOVIET TROOPS IN HUNGARY ARE NOT OCCUPYING THAT 
COUNTRY. 

4. SINCE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE WFTU WAS A GRAVE MATTER, IT 
COULD NOT SIMPLY BE COMMUNICATED THROUGH THE MAILS. FURTHER- 
MORE, THERE WAS THE MATTER OF SIMPLE COURTESY. THIS LED 

TO A DECISION TO SEND A GROUP OF MIDDLE-LEVEL OBSERVERS TO 
THE PRAGUE CONGRESSFOR THIS PURPOSE, TROIANI SAID. 

5. ONCE HE WAS ASSURED THAT THE CGIL ACTION WAS KNOWN TO 
THE AFL-CIO AND WAS DOUBTLESS REGARDED AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION, TROIANI MADE A PLEA FOR ENDING THE LONG YEARS OF 
"ESTRANGEMENT" BETWEEN THE CGIL AND THE US IN GENERAL. NO 
DOUBT THERE CONTINUED TO BE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE CGIL 
AND THE AFL-CIO, BUT HIS EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED STATES HAD 
TAUGHT HIM THAT AMERICANS WERE A PRAGMATIC PEOPLE. THE 
CGIL, TOO, WAS BECOMING VERY PRAGMATIC, HE SAID, AS WITNESS 
THE VOTE IN THE ILO FOR IRVING BROWN, THOUGH BROWN WAS 
DOUBTLESS NOT THE NUMBER ONE CGIL BOOSTER IN THE UNITED STATES. 
THE REASON, TROIANI SAID, WAS THAT THE CGIL HOPED THIS 
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COULD HELP KEEP THE US IN THE ILO. 

6. TROIANI NOTED THERE IS TO BE AN OECD CONFERENCE IN 
WASHINGTON IN MID-JULY AND THAT THE CGIL HAS BEEN INVITED 
FOR THE FIRST TIME TO ATTEND SUCH A MEETING. HE ASKED IF IT 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE SOME CONTACTS WITH THE DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE AND LABOR, AND ALSO WITH THE AFL-CIO, ON THAT 
OCCASION. 

7. WITH RESPECT TO THE LATTER, HE NOTED THE CGIL WAS OFTEN 
APPROACHED BY INDIVIDUAL AMERICAN UNIONS OR UNION LEADERS. 

THE CGIL WANTED, HOWEVER, TO BE "ENTIRELY CORRECT" WITH 
THE AFL-CIO, DID NOT WISH TO CIRCUMVENT ITS ORGANIZATIONAL 
HIERARCHY BUT WANTED SOLELY AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS. 

8. TROIANI ASKED IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO ASCERTAIN THE 
PROSPECTS FOR HAVING SOME CONTACTS OF THE KIND NOTED. TO 
FACILITATE MATTERS, HE CONFIDED THAT THE CGIL WOULD 
PREPARED TO SEND ONLY SOCIALISTS TO THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 
(TROIANI IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A SOCIALIST). FURTHERMORE, 

THE CGIL RECOGNIZES, AND DOES NOT WISH TO INJURE, THE 
SENSITIVITIES INVOLVED. THEY WOULD GIVE ABSOLUTE ASSURANCES 
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OF DISCRETION AND WOULD MAKE NO PUBLIC EXPLOITATION OF 
SUCH ENCOUNTERS, TROIANI SAID. 

9. COMMENT: TROIANI ATTENDED A EUROPEAN STUDIES COURSE 
AT HARVARD A FEW YEARS AGO. HE INDICATES HIS ASSOCIATION 
WITH THE CGIL IS OF MORE RECENT DATE. END COMMENT. 

10. ACTION REQUESTED: THE DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO INFORM 
THE EMBASSY, FOR TRANSMISSION TO TROIANI, WHETHER IT WOULD 
BE FEASIBLE TO HAVE THE KINDS OF CONTACTS REQUESTED AT 
STATE AND LABOR. IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL TO HAVE A READING 
WITH RESPECT TO CONTACTS WITH THE AFL-CIO. THE EMBASSY, 
WILL, IN ADDITION, RAISE THE MATTER WITH IRVING BROWN 
WHEN NEXT HE VISITS ROME. IT IS THE EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT 
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THAT THE KINDS OF CONTACTS REQUESTED ARE CONSISTENT WITH 
POLICY, AND WOULD BE OF BENEFIT. A POSITIVE RESPONSE IS 
RECOMMENDED. GARDNER 
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